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CLOSING DOWN 


Schools, Legislature halt work over virus fear 


LEGISLATURE 


Lawmakers 
suspending 
‘20 session 
temporarily 


By MayaT. Prabhu By Maureen Downey, 
maya.prabhu@aje.com Ty Tagamiand 

and James Salzer Marlon A. Walker 
jsalzer@ajc.com 


Georgia legislative leaders 
took the unprecedented step 
Thursday of calling a tempo- 
rary halt to the 2020 legisla- 
tive session amid the growing 
coronavirus pandemic. 

For the lawmakers, staff- 
ers and lobbyists who live ina 
politically charged, back-slap- 
ping, hand-shaking Capitol 
bubble three months at the 
beginning of each year, it was 
a reality check. 

And many of them were 
relieved after slugging their 
way through days of lengthy 
agendas as the pandemic grew. 

“We need to just sort of 
disperse a little bit to let it die 
down for all of us involved that 
are captured in this building,” 
said Sen. Ed Harbison, 78, a 
Columbus Democrat who has 
been in the Legislature for 27 
years. “You have to respect 
trying to do something rather 
than sit here and let yourself be 
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Speaker of the House David Ralston huddles with representatives Thursday afternoon at the 
Georgia State Capitol just before announcing that the Legislature would suspend the session 
today because of the coronavirus. CONTRIBUTED BY BEN@BENGRAY.COM 
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THELATEST DEVELOPMENTS 


ANOTHER DAY OF LOSSES 
The stock market posted its largest one-day 
loss since 1987, as the outbreak continues to 
hammer the global economy. The Dow Jones 
industrial average dropped almost 2,353 


points to close at 21,200.47. A2 


Georgia sees first COVID-19 death; events canceled 


ByBoEmerson 
bemerson@ajc.com 


The coronavirus crisis in 
Georgia took a grim turn Thurs- 
day with the state’s first death, 


old male who was hospital- 
ized at Wellstar Kennestone. 


FINALFOUR CANCELED 
The NCAA said its men’s and women's 
basketball tournaments, including the 
men's Final Four in Atlanta, will be canceled. 
Professional leagues, suchas baseball and 
soccer, delayed or suspended their seasons. C1 


ACROSS THE STATE 


also had “underlying medical 
conditions.” 

On the same day the disease 
took its first Georgia victim, 
a cascade of public facilities 
began closing their doors to 


announced by Marietta and 
Atlanta schools, and Cobb 


man who died had 
tested positive 


EDUCATION 


Campuses 
may be 
shuttered 
for weeks 


Georgia’s public colleges 
and many of the state’s larg- 
est school districts announced 
one after the other Thursday 
they would be shutting down 
campuses for a couple weeks 
or more, and where possi- 
ble moving online, after the 
coronavirus claimed its first 
life here. 

They acted after Gov. Brian 
Kemp held a news conference 
issuing a call to action to do 
so if they thought it was nec- 
mM essary. 

Kemp said schools in metro 
Atlanta areas already dealing 
with confirmed cases of COVID- 
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INFORMATION YOU NEED 
Weare committed tobringing 
youthe latest on the outbreak. 
Follow AJC.com/coronavirus 
for updates, health information 
and helpful resources to keep 
youand your family safe. 
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